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REPORT  OF  ANGLO-AMERICAN  COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE,  1916 

The  disturbed  state  of  affairs  throughout  the  world  con¬ 
tinues  to  affect  the  organized  religious  life  of  the  English- 
speaking  colonies  in  the  large  cities  on  the  foreign  mission  field. 
This  effect  is  unfortunate  in  many  of  the  union  congregations 
in  the  loss  in  numbers  and  in  local  income,  but  is  favorable  in 
the  deepened  experience  and  devotion  of  those  members  that 
remain.  Young  men  from  some  of  these  churches  have  fallen 
on  the  battle  field  and  the  willing  sacrifice  of  Europe  is  an 
dbject  lesson  not  unheeded  by  any  foreign  community  in  these 
far-distant  lands.  The  opportunity  for  religious  work  by  and 
among  these  our  fellow  citizens  was  never  more  obvious,  while 
the  need  is  perennially  urgent. 

For  the  churches  in  Colombo  and  Manila,  our  committee  has 
not  been  called  this  year  to  render  any  service.  The  work  in 
both  these  cities  is  entirely  self-supporting  and,  from  all  ac¬ 
counts,  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 

Peking  was  reported  upon  at  length  last  year  because  of  the 
thorough  and  comprehensive  way  in  which  its  congregation 
plans  and  attempts  to  prosecute  its  work.  This  church  has 
entered  upon  its  third  year  with  the  Rev.  Charles  F.  Hubbard, 
D.D.,  as  pastor.  The  statistical  report  for  1916  has  not  reached 
the  committee  in  time  to  be  incorporated  in  this  statement. 

Kobe,  with  a  community  of  1,000  British,  Americans,  and 
Germans  among  its  450,000  people,  has  three  foreign  churches, 
Roman  Catholic,  Anglican  and  Union.  The  Union  Church 
has  fifty  regular  members  and  an  average  attendance  at  morn¬ 
ing  worship  of  eighty-two,  the  attendance  evenly  divided  be¬ 
tween  Americans  and  British,  and  between  missipnaries  and 
business  folk.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Stanley  F.  Gutelius,  re¬ 
turns  to  America  this  year;  a  successor  should  reach  the  field 
by  Sepfember.  The  annual  report  continues  as  follows : 

“The  Union  Church  Sunday-school  is  especially  flourishing.  There 
are  70  children  on  the  roll  and  the  school  has  been  thoroughly  graded 
and  is  under  the  most  efficient  leadership.  Many  of  the  children  come 
to  church ;  the  minister  has  a  sermon  for  the  children.  As  these 
young  people  usually  are  sent  to  the  home-lands  at  about  15  years 
of  age,  there  are  very  few  young  folks  between  the  ages  of  15  and 
25.  The  three  Chinese  members  of  the  Union  Church  have  recently 
started  mission  work  among  their  neglected  fellow-countrymen  in 
Kobe  who  number  2,500.  A  young  men’s  society  for  Bible  study  and 
friendship,  and  a  night  school  starting  with  60  students,  have  been 
organized  by  these  devoted  men  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  secure 
a  Chinese  evangelist  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work.  The  Union 
Church  has  fostered  and  is  back  of  this  good  work.  The  members 


of  our  congregation  generally  agree  that  the  work  here  though  small 
in  numbers,  is  very  important.  It  is  a  real  item  in  the  impact  of 
the  West  on  the  East.  These  Union  Churches  are  a  sort  of  melting 
pot  where  the  different  elements  of  the  community  mingle  and  learn 
to  understand  one  another.  The  tone  and  character  of  the  port  cities 
are  higher  than  formerly.” 

The  work  at  Yokohama  is  summarized  in  the  following  brief 
extracts  from  the  annual  report  of  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  William 
Martin,  M.A.,  who  made  a  short  visit  to  America,  generously 
provided  by  the  Church,  to  have  necessary  treatment  for  his 
eyes : 

“In  the  truest  sense,  the  pastor  of  a  church  like  ours,  ‘preaches  to 
a  procession.’  It  is  true  there  is  a  strong  and  most  consecrated 
nucleus,  non-missionary  as  well  as  missionary,  who  stand  to  their 
guns  most  loyally,  and  because  of  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  we 
have  been  able,  with  God’s  blessing,  to  accomplish  much  this  past 
year.  We  do  not  forget,  however,  that  it  is  in  large  part  to  minister 
to  these  birds  of  passage  that  our  church  has  been  established,  and 
such  ministry,  if  it  lack  the  joy  of  seeing  the  building  up  of  a  con¬ 
gregation  such  as  one  might  expect  in  more  settled  communities,  has 
nevertheless  a  charm  of  its  own.  The  voice  of  its  pulpit  may  literally 
be  said  to  travel  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Its  regular  worshippers 
include  Americans,  Canadians,  British  (from  all  corners  of  the  Em¬ 
pire),  Dutch,  Danes,  Syrians,  etc.,  and  most  of  these  after  a  longer 
or  shorter  sojourn  with  us,  return  to  their  own  lands,  carrying  back 
with  them,  we  believe,  some  lessons  of  faith  and  life  that  they  have 
learned  here.  In  addition  to  these,  we  have  almost  every  Sunday 
some  tourists  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  some  missionaries  on 
their  way  to  or  from  their  mission  fields.  This  last  is  one  of  the 
most  delightful  features  in  the  work  of  the  church.  We  have  had 
as  many  as  45  missionaries  at  a  single  session,  and  their  presence  has 
been  an  inspiration  to  us,  as,  we  were  assured  by  them,  our  fellow¬ 
ship  was  a  joy  to  them.  In  a  single  year  we  greet  more  veterans  of 
the  Cross  from  the  mission  fields,  men  and  women  whose  praise  is 
in  all  the  churches,  than  the  average  home  pastor  meets  in  a  lifetime. 

“The  congregations  at  the  Sabbath  service  are  well  maintained,  and 
the  attendances  will  bear  most  favorable  comparison  with  those  of  any 
churches  in  the  home  land.  Our  prayer  meeting  has  a  fair  attend¬ 
ance.  The  Sunday-school  has  maintained  its  high  standard  of  ef¬ 
ficiency,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  one  hundred.  During 
the  winter  of  1915-16,  the  pastor  conducted  a  class  of  young  men  in 
the  study  of  the  Evidences  of  Christianity.  There  was  an  excellent 
attendance  throughout  the  entire  course.  He  also  conducted  an  af¬ 
ternoon  class  for  ladies  in  the  study  of  the  life  of  Christ.  The  Ladies’ 
Auxiliary  has  been  of  the  greatest  service,  not  only  to  the  church 
itself,  but  through  the  work  it  has  done  for  war  relief.  We  have 
consecrated  men  and  women  who  have  the  interest  of  the  church 
profoundly  at  heart,  and,  though  the  difficulties  are  many  and  great, 
we  are  confident  that  our  labor  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.” 

■  Mexico  City  Union  Church  has  been  without  a  pastor  for 
more  than  a  year,  but  its .  members  with  the  pastoral  service 
of  the  missionaries  have  courageously  and  helpfully  carried 
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on  the  work  through  varying  vicissitudes.  A  young  clergyman 
was  on  his  way  down  to  serve  as  temporary  pastor  but  was 
turned  back  at  Vera  Cruz;  he  is  now  working  near  the  Mexi¬ 
can  Border,  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  enter.  The  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Church  reports  on  1916  as  follows: 

“The  year  has  been  one  of  many  trials  and  difficulties.  At  the 
Annual  Meeting'  of  the  Church,  held  on  the  27th  January,  1916,  a 
letter  of  resignation  from  the  pastorate  by  Rev.  S.  Conger  was  read. 
Some  members  of  the  church  thought  that  it  might  be  wise  to  dis¬ 
band  the  church  and  close  the  church  premises,  in  which  case  the 
church  and  grounds  would  have  reverted  to  the  heirs  of  the  original 
donors.  Others  considered  the  position  of  the  church  more  hopeful 
and  therefore  a  Special  Committee  was  appointed  to  issue  a  postcard 
announcing  an  Adjourned  Annual  Meeting  at  which  the  question  ‘To 
Disband  or  To  Continue’  would  be  voted  upon.  On  the  10th  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1916,  at  the  Adjourned  Annual  Meeting,  a  resolution,  ‘That  the 
Union  Church  to  continue  its  services’  was  carried  by  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  and  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Steps  were 
at  once  taken  to  request  the  Anglo-American  Communities  Committee 
to  find  a  new  pastor.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  missionaries  in 
Mexico  and  especially  to  Rev.  W.  Wallace,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  J.  P. 
Hauser,  for  their  kind  assistance  in  providing  pulpit  supplies  and 
doing  pastoral  work. 

“Our  Sunday-school  has  continued  its  work,  meeting  every  Sunday. 
After  the  exodus  of  Americans  and  others  in  June,  1916,  the  attend¬ 
ance  fell  to  about  one-fourth  to  one-third  of  what  it  was  prior  to  that 
period.  The  continued  existence  and  activity  of  our  Sunday-school  is 
largely  due  to  the  faithful  labour  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Hendry  and  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Woodrow.  Many  of  our  older  scholars  have  left. during  the  year  to 
enter  schools  in  the  U.  S.  A.  The  highest  attendance  since  the  31st 
December,  1915,  was  May  26th,  86  being  present,  and  the  lowest,  July 
30th,  when  16  were  present,  while  the  average  for  the  11  months  ended 
30th  November,  1916,  was  about  27. 

“The  Ladies  Aid  Society  has  missed  only  one  meeting  since  the 
revolutions  began.  Of  a  membership  of  nearly  sixty,  there  remain 
twelve.  Much  good  work  has  been  done  in  sewing  for  poor  Mexi¬ 
cans  and  help  given  American  families  in  distress  due  to  no  fault 
of  their  own.  On  Thanksgiving,  1915,  an  Historical  Pageant  was 
held  by  the  Society;  the  1,200  pesos  thus  raised  were  used  in  benevo¬ 
lent  work.  The  L.  A.  S.  has  paid  the  choir  of  the  Union  Church, 
helped  with  repairs  and  has  done  all  in  its  power  to  keep  the  con¬ 
gregation  together. 

“The  attendance  at  the  church  service  has  varied  much,  owing  large¬ 
ly  to  the  changing  conditions  during  the  year.  Services  have  been 
held  each  Sunday  morning,  immediately  after  the  Sunday-school  ses¬ 
sion.  It  includes  Congregationalists,  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  Metho¬ 
dists  amongst  its  members,  while  Roman  Catholics,  Jews  and  Uni¬ 
tarians  have,  we  believe,  attended  its  services.  In  regard  to  nation¬ 
ality,  Americans  naturally  predominated  in  the  earlier  months,  but 
English,  Scotch,  Canadian,  French,  Dutch,  Mexican  and  a  few  Ger¬ 
mans  have  taken  part  in  its  ministrations. 

“At  the  1916  Thanksgiving  Service,  the  Offering  for  the  American 
Hospital,  which  was  taken  up  by  a  German  and  an  Englishman, 
amounted  to  $40.00  (forty  pesos)  silver. 
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“I  am  also  requested  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  church,  being 
without  a  pastor  at  a  time  when  his  services  are  more  than  ever  nec¬ 
essary,  is  suffering  from  the  apathy  of  those  who  require  continual 
encouragement  from  their  pastor  to  keep  their  interest  from  flagging, 
and  several  have  stated  to  me,  that  during  the  recent  troubles  they 
felt  abandoned,  having  no  rallying  point,  and  this  the  church  should 
be;  but  without  assistance  from  the  States  we  cannot  hope  to  have 
it  such.” 

The  Rio  de  Janeiro  congregation  lost,  last  April,  its  pastor, 
Dr.  Manchester,  after  two  years  on  the  field.  For  the  larger 
part  of  the  time  since  then,  the  Rev.  William  Y.  Duncan, 
M.  A.,  has  been  acting  pastor,  and  Mr.  Miles  Horst  has  been 
assisting  him  in  the  various  activities.  Rio  has  an  Anglo- 
American  colony  of  from  4,000  to  5,000  people,. — largely  Eng¬ 
lish  people  who  have  established  also  an  Anglican  Church. 
The  number  of  Americans  is  constantly  increasing,  this  growth 
being  more  marked  lately.  The  congregation  has  about  100 
members  or  supporters  with  an  average  regular  attendance  of 
about  50,  though  on  special  occasions  150  or  more  attend  ser¬ 
vice.  The  committee  has  recommended  and  the  congregation 
has  called  as  its  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Isaac  B.  Harper,  of  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana, 
formerly  of  the  American  Church,  P.  I.  Mr.  Harper  plans 
to  sail  this  January.  We  believe  that  a  worthy  and  successful 
future  awaits  this  Union  Church  movement  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  following,  is  from  Mr.  Duncan’s  report  of  the  work 
since  June,  1916 : 

“Regular  services  of  worship  have  been  held  Sunday  morning  with 
an  average  attendance  of  42  adults,  always  more  men  than  women. 
On  the  first  Sunday  evening  of  each  month  a  service  of  music  with 
brief  sermon  has  been  held.  The  attendance  has  averaged  about  80 
at  these  evening  services.  On  the  other  Sunday  nights  informal 
‘sing-song’  services  have  been  held  at  the  home  of  the  members  in 
the  different  sections  of  the  city.  These  ‘sing-song’  gatherings  are 
very  popular  and  provide  a  splendid  means  for  meeting  and  introduc¬ 
ing  new  comers  in  the  colony.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
has  been  celebrated  twice  within  the  six  months.  On  special  occa¬ 
sions,  such  as  Fourth  of  July  and  Thanksgiving,  appropriate  religious 
services  have  been  arranged.  A  Graded  Sunday-school  meets  at  the 
same  hour  as  the  morning  service  of  worship.  The  enrollment  is  34. 
One  Sunday  a  month  the  Sunday-school  meets  with  the  congregation 
for  the  opening  parts  of  worship  and  a  children’s  talk.  The  children’s 
talk  is  given  only  once  a  month  because  we  share  the  building  with 
the  native  church  and  our  time  is  limited  to  one  hour.  Instead  of 
having  a  Christmas  entertainment  this  year  the  children  of  the  Sun¬ 
day-school  will  give  a  Christmas  Party  to  the  little  children  in  the 
mission  school.  The  congregation,  by  means  of  socials,  picnics  and  a 
series  of  men’s  dinners,  has  been  touching  the  life  of  the  colony. 
The  Graded  Day  School,  an  outgrowth  of  the  work  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  is  now  established  and  helps  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  child’s 
education  in  a  foreign  city.  This  congregation  is  young  and  in  her 
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formative  period  without  the  organization  and  prestige  of  years  be¬ 
hind  her  to  help,  and  with  many  obstacles  before  her  and  problems  to 
solve.  But  her  youth  is  also  her  strength.  The  situation  here  de¬ 
mands  a  religion  of  life  served  by  a  church  sufficiently  elastic  and  in 
a  position  to  adapt  herself  and  minister  to  the  life  of  a  non-church¬ 
going  colony.  The  congregation  is  exerting  a  strong  influence  on  the 
lives  of  many  people  and  in  time  will  be  a  force  and  a  big  factor  in 
the  life  of  the  colony.  There  is  great  reason  to  thank  God  and  go 
ahead.” 

To  the  Canal  Zone  Union  Church,  with  five  congregations, 
the  Committee  has  sent  three  pastors  during  the  year, — to 
Balboa  Heights,  the  Rev.  Sidney  S.  Conger,  formerly  of  Mex¬ 
ico  City  ;  to  Colo'n-Cristobal,  the  Rev.  John  C.  Abels,  former¬ 
ly  of  Colombo;  and  to  Pedro  Miguel-Gatum,  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Covert,  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Mound  Valley, 
Kansas.  Mr.  Covert  has  resigned  and  his  work  has  been  as¬ 
sumed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  of  the  Methodist  Mission  in  Pan¬ 
ama.  The  Church  needs  financial  help  in  erecting  suitable 
houses  of  worship  and  has  sought  the  assistance  of  this  com¬ 
mittee.  The  church  should  have  aid,  but  our  committee  is 
not  clear  as  to  what  part  it  can  take  in  the  campaign  for  funds. 

Three  New  Fields  for  co-operation  by  the  Committee  have 
presented  themselves  recently : 

Tokyo  offered  very  favorable  conditions  for  inaugurating  a  Union 
Church  movement  and  the  project  was  organized  and  put  into  suc¬ 
cessful  operation  within  a  year.  The  Rev.  Doremus  Scudder,  D.D., 
of  the  Central  Church,  Honolulu,  accepted  the  urgent  call  of  the 
new  Tokyo  Church  and  has  already  entered  upon  his  ministry  there. 
The  Committee,  to  encourage  and  make  possible  this  movement, 
promised  a  grant-in-aid  of  $1,000  to  the  Tokyo  Church  for  the  year 
beginning  November  1st,  and  assistance  with  the  transportation  ex¬ 
penditures  of  the  new  pastor. 

Havana  has  elected  a  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  new  Union  Church 
movement  there — three  each  from  the  Methodist,  Baptist  and  Pres¬ 
byterian  Churches.  The  Committee  is  ready  to  nominate  a  pastor 
for  this  Union  Congregation  which  hopes  to  meet  early  in  1917.  The 
Committee  proposes  a  grant-in-aid  of  $1,000  to  this  church  during  the 
first  year,  beginning  with  the  arrival  of  the  pastor  at  his  post. 

Hankow  Union  Church  has  requested  assistance  with  its  building 
fund;  the  Committee  considers^the  request  deserving  of  a  substantial 
response  and  recommends  that  effort  be  made  to  send  $1,000  for  the 
year  1917. 

The  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  year  1916  were  as 
follows : 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  brought  over  from  1915  . $ 

Through  the  American  Board  . 

“  Canadian  Baptist  Board  . 

“  Northern  Baptist  Board  . 

“  Foreign  Christian  Missionary  Society 
“  Christian  Women’s  Board  . 


5  82 
300  00 
100  00 
550  00 
200  00 
50  00 
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Through  the  Gen.  Synod  Luth.  Board  .  $  50  00 

Canadian  Methodist  Board  .  250  00 

Methodist  Board  .  500  00 

Southern  Methodist  Board  .  200  00 

“  Canadian  Presbyterian  Board  .  300  00 

“  Northern  Presbyterian  Board  .  1,425  00 

“  Southern  Presbyterian  Board  .  300  00 

“  United  Presbyterian  Board  .  50  00 

“  Reformed  Board  of  America  .  100  00 

“  Reformed  Board  in  U.  S .  100  00 

“  World’s  S.  S.  Association  .  100  00 

“  “  Y.  M.  C.  A .  300  00 

“  Sale  Tourist  Guides  .  6  40 

Total  . . .  $4,887  22 

EXPENDITURES 

Kobe  Union  Church  . .  $1,000  00 

Peking  Union  Church  .  1,000  00 

Rio  de  Janeiro  Church  .  550  00 

Yokohama  Union  Church  .  1,000  00 

Tokyo  Union  Church  (2  months)  .  166  67 

Telegrams  and  Cables  .  15  86 

Tickets  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Scudder  .  235  00 

Total  . .  $3,967  53 


Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1916,  $919.69.  But  there 
would  have  been  a  debit  balance  had  Mexico  City  and  Rio  de 
Janeiro  needed  their  regular  and  promised  subvention. 

The  Committee  proposes  the  following  Budget  for  1917, 
which  is  about  twice  the  amount  of  receipts  for  1916: 


Kobe  Union  Church  .  $1,000  00- 

Yokohama  Union  Church  .  1,000  00 

Peking  Union  Church  . .  1,000  00 

Tokyo  Union  Church  . .  1,000  00 

Rio  Union  Church .  1,000  00 

Havana  Union  Church .  1,000  00 

Hankow  Union  Church  .  1,000  00 

Mexico  City  Union  Church  .  600  00 


Transportation  two  pastors,  Rio  and  Kobe  ....  1,400  00 

$9,000  00 

If  the  Boards  in  Conference  vote  this  Budget,  they  should 
enable  their  Committee  to  secure  it.  Where  can  one  find  a 
more  extensive  and  enduring  service  rendered  for  such  a 
modest  expenditure  ? 

The  Committee  lost  by  death  during  the  year  our  beloved 
brother  and  interested  co-worker,  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Leayaraft, 
whose  loss  is  keenly  felt  in  many  Christian  movements.  The 
term  of  service  of  two  members  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Speer 
and  Mr.  Marling,  expires  with  this  conference. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Alfred  E.  Marling, 

Stephen  Baker,  R.  P.  Mackay, 

S.  H.  Chester.  Robert  E.  Spefr,  Chairman. 


